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Title of Installation: Educational Development 
Name of Artist: Joshua Siegal 
 
Artist Statement: 
 
Joshua Siegal is a writer, musician, and interdisciplinary artist based in Chicago.  
His installation work aims to fight the pandemic of media conditioning by 
amplifying the mediated experiences that permeate existence in modern 
American culture.  
 
Educational Development is the synthesis of research into American educational 
history and exploration of personal experience.  For some reading on how 
industry has shaped our schools, a good place to start is An Underground History 
of American Education, by John Taylor Gotto, former New York State Teacher of 
the Year.   
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Project Description

Educational Development is a multi-part installation wherein sculpture, sound, 
lighting, and media elements combine to create an elementary school classroom.  
The lesson: a history of the modern American public school system, with an 
emphasis on the subtext of this environment, namely the sacrifice of education for 
the goal of creating a docile population of future workers.
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Part I: “SEE SAW”

• Equipment: TV, See Saw, Projector, 
Minimac Computer (2), EZIO circuit board, 
Sensor, Seat (not pictured), Window 
mockup

• Segments on TV segued by “up-down” 
graphics in window (projection) depicting 
highs and lows of commercial culture

• TV segments are five Text / Image 
presentations narrating position of 
“education” as economic siphon and 
emotional blackmail
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Part II: “POP YOULATION”

• Equipment: Sculpture platforms, 
Sculpture (dolls and sticks), Bucket of parts 
(more dolls and sticks), Bean bag chair 

• Will contain one artist-created sculpture 
(fixed), and several bases and a chest of 
parts so that visitors can experience the 
visceral thrill of shoving sticks into doll 
bodies and arranging them as willed

• This process is a physical analog of the 
corporal control that the educational 
system legally exercises over students

• Dolls will be stamped in red, green, and 
blue (RGB) with letters of the alphabet
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Part III: “WRITTEN ANSWERS”

• Equipment: Desk, Projector, Minimac
computer, Chair, Blackboard, Book of 
Tests, Pens, Lights, EZIO circuit board, 
Sensor.

• Top of desk will have a TRUE/FALSE test 
that the audience can fill out, on the 
subject of media.

• Test will have opportunity for “extra 
credit”.

• Pressure on desk from writing will 
activate lights and blackboard “lecture” on 
educational history in America.
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Part IV: AMBIENT EFFECTS

Sound

Audio for the installation space will consist of a sound piece that makes use of 
typical sounds of our schools and voices of children in groups shouting out 
phrases commonly spoken by teachers.  Sound to be recorded by artist at 
Crown Academy in Chicago’s Lawndale community, as part of a visiting artist 
presentation on Installation Art; will help inform school installation project on 
AIDS called the “Algebra of Awareness”.
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Part IV: AMBIENT EFFECTS

Lighting

Lighting for the installation will consist of overhead lights with different throws 
and foci, emphasizing the seating areas of the various part of the installation.
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Aesthetic Statement

Art in the era of Media must be focused on entertaining its audience by 
engaging the mind, body, and spirit by any combination.  Think of the role of 
the image before the advent of television.  How many man-made images was 
one likely to see in a year?  The modern television viewer sees 108,000 
discrete images in an hour of watching television, to say nothing of the 
messages imparted.

In this environment, anyone is an amateur aesthete.

Art then, must extend its hand and perform the jiu-jitsu of the salesman.  It 
must seek still to delight the senses, stimulate the mind, rouse the spirit.  But 
it must do so aggressively, for it can no longer afford the languor of its own 
presumed pre-eminence.

Like all else, it must change, or die.  If art dies yet again, it assigns itself 
forever to mummification in the halls of museums.
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